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Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation  

Overview 
Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation is a not-for-profit Foundation. It was established in London, in 

1988, by the Yamani Cultural and Charitable Foundation; HE Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani is the 

founder of both foundations. 

The ‘World Collections’ databank / collection holds the digitised outcome of the survey on the 

collections of Islamic manuscripts in the world, completed and published by the Al-Furqan 

Foundation in 1994, under the title “The World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts”. This Survey is 

available in both the English and Arabic language. 

This project started in 1989, focusing on identifying and recording undocumented Islamic manuscript 

collections in the world, with the aim to support and instigate research into the field of Islamic 

manuscripts.  

In 2009 Al-Furqan commissioned AMA DataSet to set up an online database system to catalogue the 

Islamic manuscripts held in libraries worldwide. An online CMS was created to Al-Furqan’s 

specifications using HTML, PHP and a MySQL database that allowed the details of each manuscript 

to be recorded via multiple users simultaneously in various parts of the world. The system uses dual 

languages to allow information to be entered in Arabic and in English where required. All labels and 

instructions can also be displayed in either Arabic or English views. 

Using AMA’s typesetting systems, proofing options were added to allow the production of 

catalogues as print ready PDFs in Arabic. 

Other databases were also created and managed using FileMaker as the front end, with the data 

being pushed across into several MySQL databases. The data stored in MySQL could then be utilised 

by AMA’s CMS system. The FileMaker systems have been used for input and management of Al-

Furqan’s World Collections, Maqasid, Library and Publication data sets. 

Then in 2013 AMA and Al-Furqan created an online Digital Library using the data within the multiple 

databases. The digital library is a fully indexed searchable database of all the databases, where 

results can be searched or filtered for the individual data sets or across all records.  

Features 
Promotion Site https://digitallibrary.al-furqan.com/ 

Commissioned 2009 – CMS database system  

   2013 – website/Digital Library 

 

Sector  Publishing 

Location London 

Platform  AMA DataSet – Strata CMS 

Editorial 

• Multiple-user collection of data cataloguers simultaneously from around the world. 

• Full review workflow to allow management of catalogues of manuscripts by editors and team 

leaders 

• Typesetting of manuscripts in English or Arabic 

• Automatic sign off of manuscript directly to online digital library 
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• Full audit and change logs  

• Importing of previous documented data 

• Automatic translation of system labels and instructions from English to Arabic, with ability to 

override stored results where different translations are needed 

• Automatic date conversion from Gregorian to Hijri and Hijri to Gregorian. 

• Print ready PDFs in Arabic 

• PDF proofs with labels in English or Arabic to assist in proof reading. 

• Secure Linux servers with fully replicated rollover backup servers in multiple UK locations. 

• Full backups of data and system files. 

 

Digital Library 

• Thousands of records being sorted and filtered across five areas  

• HMTL, PHP, JavaScript, AJAX, and MySQL based bespoke web solution 

• Full English to Arabic translations with the ability to view pages in either language. 

• Sophisticated search and filtering 

• Multiple search result outputs 

• Daily reindexing of search data from multiple databases 

• Google map overlays for graphical display of data locations 

• Management of records within Libraries  

• Administration of all signed-up users  

• SEO control  

• Secure Linux servers with fully replicated rollover backup servers in multiple UK locations. 

• Full backups of data and system files. 

• More detailed information on the digital library can be found on Al-Furqan’s website https://al-

furqan.com/about-the-digital-library/ 

 

FileMaker databank 

• Bespoke secure database solutions hosted within the UK, including a full development system 

• Access for multiple users with varying permissions and security levels 

• English and Arabic interfaces 

• Multiple databases with full normalisation and cross referencing across all datasets 

• Rapid development for inclusion of new fields and tables 

• Intuitive design and layout, no formal training required 

• Reporting available onscreen or exported into many formats; CSV, PDF, XLS etc 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://al-furqan.com/about-the-digital-library/
https://al-furqan.com/about-the-digital-library/
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Sample screen shots from Al-Furqan’s systems 

Screen shots from Al-Furqan Digital Library 

 

 
Landing page of the Digital Library showing a map of the world collections locations 
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The same world collections landing page as the previous image but switched to Arabic view 
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A catalogue of all the manuscripts listed within the digital library  
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An example of a Manuscript record displayed on the digital library 
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An example of a Maqasid record displayed on the digital library 
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An example of a Library record displayed on the digital library 
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An example of a Publication record displayed on the digital library 
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Screen shots from Al-Furqan Editorial system 

  
An example of the entry form for manuscript records on the CMS editorial system 
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An example of the entry form In Arabic view for manuscript records on the CMS editorial system 
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An example of the proof preview layout for a manuscript on the CMS editorial system 
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An example of the proof preview layout for a manuscript on the CMS editorial system in Arabic view 
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Sample proof output 

 
A sample proof for a manuscript created from CMS editorial system showing reference labels and colour highlighting. 
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A sample print ready PDF for a manuscript created from CMS editorial system. 
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Screen shots from Al-Furqan FileMaker Databank 

 

Example Library record held in FileMaker 

 

Example corresponding entry on the Digital Library website for the Library record 
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Example World Survey record held in FileMaker, including cross refs to the Our Library and Publications dataset 
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Example Publication record held within the FileMaker databank 

 

Example output of Publication on the Digital Library in English 
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Example output of the same Publication as above on the Digital Library in Arabic 

 

Summary 
Software as a Service (SaaS) From back-ups to user access, we fully support your 

solution. 

Hosting and Support Our dedicated servers provide high availability access to 
your solution. 

Bespoke Enhancements As the software manufacturer we are able to make quick 
and efficient enhancements to the solution. 

Implementation and Configuration We fully support your software project from setup 
through to training and launch. 

Typesetting and production service Fully trained in-house typesetter and production control 
to help with the day-to-day running of the system. 

High speed pagination Documents can be typeset concurrently up to 500 pages 
per minute in the background. 

Consultancy Services We use our experience gained from hundreds of projects 
to ensure the right solution for your business. 

 


