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Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation

Overview

Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation is a not-for-profit Foundation. It was established in London, in
1988, by the Yamani Cultural and Charitable Foundation; HE Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani is the
founder of both foundations.

The ‘World Collections’ databank / collection holds the digitised outcome of the survey on the
collections of Islamic manuscripts in the world, completed and published by the Al-Furgan
Foundation in 1994, under the title “The World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts”. This Survey is
available in both the English and Arabic language.

This project started in 1989, focusing on identifying and recording undocumented Islamic manuscript
collections in the world, with the aim to support and instigate research into the field of Islamic
manuscripts.

In 2009 Al-Furgan commissioned AMA DataSet to set up an online database system to catalogue the
Islamic manuscripts held in libraries worldwide. An online CMS was created to Al-Furgan’s
specifications using HTML, PHP and a MySQL database that allowed the details of each manuscript
to be recorded via multiple users simultaneously in various parts of the world. The system uses dual
languages to allow information to be entered in Arabic and in English where required. All labels and
instructions can also be displayed in either Arabic or English views.

Using AMA’s typesetting systems, proofing options were added to allow the production of
catalogues as print ready PDFs in Arabic.

Other databases were also created and managed using FileMaker as the front end, with the data
being pushed across into several MySQL databases. The data stored in MySQL could then be utilised
by AMA’s CMS system. The FileMaker systems have been used for input and management of Al-
Furgan’s World Collections, Maqasid, Library and Publication data sets.

Then in 2013 AMA and Al-Furgan created an online Digital Library using the data within the multiple
databases. The digital library is a fully indexed searchable database of all the databases, where
results can be searched or filtered for the individual data sets or across all records.

Features
Promotion Site https://digitallibrary.al-furqan.com/
Commissioned 2009 — CMS database system

2013 — website/Digital Library

Sector Publishing

Location London

Platform AMA DataSet — Strata CMS
Editorial

e Multiple-user collection of data cataloguers simultaneously from around the world.

o Full review workflow to allow management of catalogues of manuscripts by editors and team
leaders

e Typesetting of manuscripts in English or Arabic

e Automatic sign off of manuscript directly to online digital library
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Full audit and change logs

Importing of previous documented data

Automatic translation of system labels and instructions from English to Arabic, with ability to
override stored results where different translations are needed

Automatic date conversion from Gregorian to Hijri and Hijri to Gregorian.

Print ready PDFs in Arabic

PDF proofs with labels in English or Arabic to assist in proof reading.

Secure Linux servers with fully replicated rollover backup servers in multiple UK locations.
Full backups of data and system files.

Digital Library

Thousands of records being sorted and filtered across five areas

HMTL, PHP, JavaScript, AJAX, and MySQL based bespoke web solution

Full English to Arabic translations with the ability to view pages in either language.
Sophisticated search and filtering

Multiple search result outputs

Daily reindexing of search data from multiple databases

Google map overlays for graphical display of data locations

Management of records within Libraries

Administration of all signed-up users

SEO control

Secure Linux servers with fully replicated rollover backup servers in multiple UK locations.
Full backups of data and system files.

More detailed information on the digital library can be found on Al-Furgan’s website https://al-
furgan.com/about-the-digital-library/

FileMaker databank

Bespoke secure database solutions hosted within the UK, including a full development system
Access for multiple users with varying permissions and security levels

English and Arabic interfaces

Multiple databases with full normalisation and cross referencing across all datasets

Rapid development for inclusion of new fields and tables

Intuitive design and layout, no formal training required

Reporting available onscreen or exported into many formats; CSV, PDF, XLS etc
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Sample screen shots from Al-Furgan’s systems
Screen shots from Al-Furqan Digital Library

¢ & i v
4 .1}‘{',"» "l:‘: HB;%‘.}.H Back to Al-Furgan main website
> == Welcome & EiCY CRNTTT

Welcome to Al-Furqgan Digital Library

The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage

Basic Search Guide to Use Digital Library @
(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)
[Q ] Anywhere V
Type Collection

All Types vV Everywhere vV Sea

Start over o

Everything Manuscripts Magqasid Our Library Our Publications RU'[Igl Kool |[-Te (o], T
(181152) (168610) (1858) (7775) (210)

Refine | About World Map Browse by Results Start over o Save search H

World Europe Middle East Asia Oceania Africa North America South America

r"
LJd

Map  Satellite

7 Finland

‘World Collections’ databank /
collection

The *World Collections” databank /
collection holds the digitised
outcome of the survey on the
collections of Islamic manuscripts in
the world, completed and publshed

by the AlFurgan Foundation in North
1994, under the title "The World Aé‘:ﬂ”‘;éf

Survey of Islamic Manuscripts”.. This
Survey is available in both the
English and Arabic language.

This flagship project (the only one Venezuela
of this type to date) started in Colombla R VB N —
1989, focusing on identifying and | ,{* : N
recording undocumented  Islamic i Brazil ,
manuscript collections in the world, by, Tl
with the am to support and Namibia W Indian
instigate research into the field of ‘ cMe;' South Enls, Dcean ! +
Islamic manuscripts. A number of Atlantic
known scholars and  experts | Ocean South Africa ‘
contributed to this encycopaedic Argenting —
work. |
GO gle Keyboard shortcuts  Map data ©2021 Terms of Use

The Survey identified collections in |
106 countries. It is 3 compilation of ‘ ) . ”
detaled  independent  studies, , Libraries ' Eile=
highlighting just over a milion and a
half Islamic manuscripts from just Disclaimer:

over 2,500 collections. These The content and details shown in the Google Maps do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation.
collections, in more than 40
languages, belong to publc and
private libraries in almost 1,300

cties. It gathered extensive Disclaimer:

information about these libraries, Please note that the World Collections showcase the libraries as in the published World Survey of Islamic
induding  detals  about their Manuscripts (completed in 1994). Please see further details in the following link: World Survey.
establishment and the status of Furthermore, please note that the contact details mentioned in the Portal may vary from the printed version,
their collections, unveiing in the as we continuously receive updated information and feedback from the libraries as well as from the users.
process rare manuscripts. For Direct links to the individual library websites are also provided, whenever possible.

example, the collection of

manuscripts  at the Institute of

Oriental Culture (University of

Tokyo) - that was acquired in 1987
2 Lodod ] "l i

Landing page of the Digital Library showing a map of the world collections locations
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The same world collections landing page as the previous image but switched to Arabic view
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22 Weicome
Welcome to Al-Furgan Digital Library
The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage
Basic Search Guide to Use Digital Library (R
(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)
[Q ] Anywhere v
Type Collection
All Types v Everywhere v
Start over )
Everything Manuscripts Magasid Our Library Our Publications R'/[TRede]| Cle (67 E
(181763) (165994 of 169221) (1858) (7775) (210)
Refine ' About Browse by Results Start over 0 Save search H
165994 matches Browse by... Library Names Topic Date Compiled
[ Resulits 1 to 20 of 165994 Or skip by:
Roser ] [ Undate Resuts ] [ 2 |3 Next |Last 100 v |[»]
O AUTOGRAPHS ONLY [3723] # TitleAV Author AV Date Compiled A ¥ Library & ¥V Classmark
V¥ TYPE = = = =
1 A Unidentified. Not available Bulgaria (Sofia) - OR. 1077
(1) single Manuscripts [96104] o Jeabeta 2] Cyril and
() Risala/Majmou [73117] hedly 6V Methodius
D IR National LIBRARY
'OLANGUAGE pi Sl
African [12]
; aual) mallh
) Ajami [32] €. el e
Arabic [165994] [ el 0139
(0) Arabic (Hassaniya) [13] 7 Anadmny
= hadf
() Baghdadi Arabic [66] mushtamilah ‘ala
() Bantu [2] al-adhkar wa-al-
() Berber [6] da‘awat wa-al-
D Bosnian [2] tasbihat ... min al-
Jami' al-saghir wa
(7) Daghani [3] zawa'idihi li-al-
() Engish [4] [[Suyatt
() Falfaldi [1] & 2 '-1-..4. 5 q Unidentified Not available Bulgaria (Sofia) - OR. 2235
() French [20] s e Cyril and
Methodius
S0
8 };ula [138[]1] de il Jab National LIBRARY
erman
() Greek [4] Arba'tin]] [§J\
D Hassaniya [24] Hadithan fi F(ad" al-
(0) Hausa [155] Sakwar [?rl\laaili-l
() Hindi [3]
3 T % 3 ¢ Not available Iraq (Baghdad) - Cors o
8 ;t::z’:l [[i]] L gl gl G Gl The Iraqi Scientific  **+242 /18
0 kurdi [34] SRl el Ll e COMPIXLIDIAN: 1y i
() Mosha [2] il ol <l — e —
(0) ottoman [85]
() ottoman Turkish [56] o 4 } PR SO t  Not available Iraq (Baghdad) - a5
3 ?L" Sabey 14 oAl as The Iraqi Scientific w67
D Persian [1189] o v € Complex Library
() Punjabi [3] ay bl O ) dlall gl
(7) sanghai Ajami [2] s 2 £
r 3 O e
() shalha [11] gty
(0 Songhai [30] 5 Afuae e Not available Iraq (Baghdad) - : -
() Sudanese (Sangha) [2] - bdealictealley | ol e e Tt At el
O syriac [8] Ll e Gl JB OMPISKLDEY | ayay = Gp -
() Tamasheq [4] =
O T 7 W ° oo cipobe W e T,
() Tuareg [13] s Complex Lib
3 3] Gmpiaall - % ¢l = oY QP Ey e =
() Turkish [1266) Q| sl s S~~~ 2
() urdu [6] Ly S ar M e
O trdu 1131 [V 9:- > z‘}.i- 59\.4}1\ el — o
() uzbek [5] A
() wolof [32]
a T Risalat al-Ahadith] Al-Hasanb. Not available Bulgaria (Sofia) - OR. 2247
O zamawiya [7] e Muhammad Cyril and
() Unidentified [711] ALy JaEmevy g s Methodius
as oL National LIBRARY
&l
A SPECIALISED Sle g !
A DECORATION
— = @ 8 Sunan Ibn Majah Muhammad b. Not available Bulgaria (Sofia) - OR. 2281
[ Reset ] [ Update Results l Yazid Ibn Majah Cyril and
e Methodius
National LIBRARY
a 9 Unidentified Unidentified.  Not available Bulgaria (Sofia) - OR. 3382
Cyril and

A catalogue of all the manuscripts listed within the digital library
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(54 -AL.{"—NFUR;gﬁN\ Back to Al-Furgan main website
= L C LU CH Create Account

Welcome to Al-Furqan Digital Library
The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage

Basic Search Guide to Use Digital Library  FEEEFR
(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)
Q ] Anywhere v
Type Collection
All Types v Everywhere v
Start over )
Everything Manuscripts Magqasid Our Library Our Publicati World Collecti
(181576) (169034) (1858) (7775) (210) (2699)
Refine | About Manuscript Details e

Country: Turkey

City: Istanbul

Library: Ayasofia

Catalogue:  Catalogue of Aya Sofiya Library

GROUP DETAILS
(FY ,T Sub Library
40 Classmark
8192 CDc
‘Manuscripts’  databank /
collection
MANUSCRIPT DETAILS
The ‘Manuscripts’ databank /
collection presents a large amount
of bibliographical records of Islamic
manuscripts. CC 1106 ManuscriptId
The Foundation concentrated its g oblS  Title

efforts - at first - in digitising the

manuscript  collections that were Not identified Author

catalogued and publshed by itself sl ple Subject
(over 83,000 records, from just B .
over 80 libraries, in 18 countries) Not available Date compiled

Ny Copyist
After completing the digitisation of ot identfied Copyist

these collections, the Foundation 21 Number of folios
established cooperation bridges with
different institutions and libraries
around the world, which resulted in 10.1cm x 15.6cm  Size
hosting their respective manuscript
collection bibliographic data within
the Foundation’s Digital Library. Al Naskh  Seript
this, with the aim of creating an
ultimate gateway to the Islamic

13 Lines

6.6cm x 11.0cm  Written Surface

&Sl bgoao  Comments about script

written heritage, making it easier for 30391 Gglll oualially >g0f  Ink colour
scholars and researchers in this field

to reach the required bibliographic Arabic. Turkish ~ Language
data in real time and by "one ciick”. $Mally g3l Ohall 85,3 L] 3w asgaxlls G1al 8513 (| Lol Sl Al xoell ..onvgas S 132 Incipit
The AMFurgan Digital Library o)l \solss (i) g aSsl pglen 8)S0 OAig ... 35 Agall Ul plss Sill Aoxo (sle pMaly

currently holds around 165,000 U3

manuscript records; and, it is 3
continuously and rapidly growing
platform. Uil sgs Adgl ald j8 35 03lis aS 48

£ A0 padel Lo jaidsl Sawwo § Sawsy  Explicit

PV YRS

Ol azog Wbt Binding
.0l5 sgoxo OlaloJl  Custodian
panyill o] zlizs @%us  Condition
.inolgglly bl Gu Sivlgs Az Auieo &xu  Notes & Comments
Lsgo Ui Library
(121 wo Sl w1 w0 0) 1 p3) WLwyll 40  Classmark

MANUSCRIPTS IN COLLECTION

Manuscript . Part o
Classmark Risala No. Total parts Title
D Number

0001106 40
0001267 40
0001269 40

9o wUS
Ry M95 ACI9S

e wliS

1
2
< §

Back to Al-Furgan main website

| Noti

An example of a Manuscript record displayed on the digital library
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AL-FURQAN

IstAMIC HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Basic Search

L EI-1 -l Create Account

Back to Al-Furgan main website

Welcome to Al-Furqan Digital Library

The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage

Guide to Use Digital Library

&

(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)

[Q J Anywhere
Type Collection
All Types Everywhere
= Start over %)
Everything Manuscripts Magqasid Our Library Our Publications World Collections
(181576) (169034) (1 of 1858) (7775) (210) (2699)

Refine | About

‘Magqasid’ databank /

collection

This databank / collection indudes
the digitsed content of the
"Bibliography ~ for  Magasid  al
Shari‘ah”, an encydopaedic project
undertaken and published by Al
Furgan. This comprehensive
reference manual and historical
documentation of what has been
written in the field of Maqasid
(objectives of Islamic law), identifies
and gathers the cumulative research
produced over the course of history
in this field since the 3rd century of
the Islamic calendar, up to date.

The "Bibliography for Magasid al-
Shari‘ah” is a unique collection. It
includes around 2000 references
(manuscripts,  university  theses,
conference proceedings  and
contemporary studies), in al the
madhabs (juridical schooks of law)
and the Islamic schoois of thought.

Featured Item
ULV Ugol B\9 ilanlly Jlacll
Ul &lywug
Jslis  Glul asgenee LS ol
o0 axlaoll OlKe Ul 2laolly JlogVI
Joc JSs cawl o0 28))l U Josll
axlan (ole (siv Vg L)€ U rads V
Olg <alzd V| @ aorpe VSl Cusll ggd
Sall il Jgl axlaoll (sl Josll sl
ol ioll jedug . Jasll @S> paSly
ceanm VLI

Read more ()

I-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation, 2021. Some Rights Reserved. | Notice and

Articles Details

Summary E

WGy el e Fl golidl 5l 3
Sl e Ll 2504 (anTS) Sl d‘bﬁl! Loy a o gead ) o Jeoler] 4F 2
Journal Title: Al :1;}.5" wigad Sl s

Physical Desc: Pages: \ 1A-\ ¢ 4 Total Pages: Y «

Publication Date:

EREAR

Series:

Language:

Subject:

Madhab: Ja'fart

Contributors: () A 17 Gl GLEW L, a2 o cudt oy felerd uf S
' _ (2 A\ GAE) mddele] ol

Back to Al-Furgan main website

e Down Policy Site Use & Privacy Policy

An example of a Maqasid record displayed on the digital library
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i P
ﬁ!“.?.pﬁgﬁnlﬂ Back to Al-Furgan main website
— Welcome Fefmicy G
Welcome to Al-Furqan Digital Library
The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage
(
Basic Search Guide to Use Digital Library @
(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)
[Q ] Anywhere v
Type Collection
All Types , Everywhere Vv
Start over o
Everything Manuscripts Magqgasid Our Library Our Publications World Collections
(181576) (169034) (1 of 1858) (3 of 7775) (210) (2699)
Refine | About
c Details | MARC <
Index of Bahrain manuscripts
Fihris makhtatat al-Bahrayn
e Ol
“Ali Aba Husayn
.
o Ul Jo
‘Our Library" databank / Publication Details: Date: 1981-1983 (1401-1404)
collection Place: Bahrain
The ‘Al-Furgan Digital Library’ also j;_,w-_-"‘
mdurd% the online catalog'ue of the Pablishe#: Historical Docuiments Cénfre
holdings of the Al-Furgan’s physical B} : e
Lbrary. It i an electronic ax Ul Jﬁb;” 9//
bibliographic database which Edition: 2
describes the Library items, and the
way of accessing them. W
s intion: Iv. 310 - 2 i)
The Library Collection represents a Physical Description: 2v.boundin1(310;260p.); 24 cm.
corerstone reference collection on Notes:
major research areas, induding Language:
Islamic manuscripts. The major
subjects covered are: Quranic Cotib i
studies, Hadith, Islamic ontyiutors:
jurisprudence, Islamic  theology, ( ;‘)
phiosophy, ~ science,  medicine, Subject: Union catalogues & Reference works
history,  geography, art and T S o Y
architecture, and literature; all of SIS As At R
them written in the major Islamic — . ) .
languages, including Arabic, Persian, . Arzhic — Bahrain — Mamama — Catalo
Turkish, Urdu, Swahil, Gujarati, as olb JJ-L
well as European languages and
Bussaan' The I‘}brary colle‘ct_ion ?ISO Item Shelf Details: Location: Catalogue collection
incdudes multiingual  dictionaries, . =2 IO, 3 _— .
Arabic_biographical dictionaries and Library ID: 10765 Class Mark: Z6620 B3 M3 A2 Main Accession Number: 766
encydopaedias, covering the Volume Accession Number: Vol. ISBN: Volume Details: Status:
dassical period to the present time. 766 v I&2ml Available
To date, the Library has collected
over 11,000 tites in more than
16,000 volumes, on  various
subjects. Moreover, the Library's < Go Back
collections include almost 1,800
printed Islamic manuscript
catalogues in  around 2,500 E
volumes, from over 70 countries. o,
9\\'~V/9 . . - Explore Map
The lbran's hodngs are aranged | | 8«2 Did you know that in Bahrain
and organised according to the R
Library of Congress Classification
(LCC) for ease of use, whie its Cities surveyed Libraries surveyed Catalogues surveyed
collection of catalogues of Islamic ” . o o
manuscripts is dassified by country. 1 cities contain 3 libraries Amount of Libraries 3 Amount of Catalogues 7
Public 2 Published 6
Private 1 Unpublished 1
You can browse the list of cities You can browse the list of libraries You can browse the list of
that hold libraries of Islamic that hold Islamic Manuscripts catalogues of Islamic Manuscripts
Manuscripts collections in the collections in the World Survey. included in the World Survey.
World Survey. )
View list of libraries Vie! t of Catalogues
List of cities coming soon
Back to Al-Furgan main website
Furgan Islamic Heri i erved. | Notice and Take Down Po & Privacy Poll

An example of a Library record displayed on the digital library
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Back to Al-Furgan main website

Welcome to Al-Furgan Digital Library
The largest gateway of Islamic written heritage

Basic Search Guide to Use Digital Library [
(Title, Subject, Author, Libraries)
[Q ] Anywhere W
Type Collection
All Types v Everywhere ¥ Sea
Start over %)
Everything Manuscripts Magqasid Our Library (o118 T1[T:1{T.1, I World Collections

(181576) (169034) (1 of 1858) (3 of 7775) (35 of 210) (2699)

Refine | About
- . Catalogue Info | Read Catalogue Introduction ' Library Description £

Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts in Aligarh Muslim University - India

Prepared by Mohammad Yasin Mazhar Siddiqui, Edited by Qasim al-Samarrai

Date: 2002-2008
Language: Arabic
Series: Catalogues
Edition: 1
ISBN-13: 9781905650941
'Our Publications” databank / e e
collection Cover: Hardback
No. Vols: 2
‘Our Publications” collection i 2 No. Pages: 1408
bibliographic ~ database of the Weight: 2396 kg

Foundation's own  publications.
These works are the outcome of
prominent research projects and
events carried out by the three
centres of the Foundation, i.e. the
*Manuscripts Centre’, the
*Mawsoa Centre’ and the ‘Magasid
Centre”.

Contributors: amarrai (Editor)

zhar Siddiqui (Cataloguer)

This collection was added to the "Al- £64.19 Buy the book
Furgan Digital Library’ to enrich the
user research experience. The
collection is continuously updated,
and currently contains over 200 Summary Set Details
works in over 400 volumes. These
cover both introductory and This catalogue describes in two volumes 1003 Arabic manuscripts in the Aligarh Muslim University in India. The
advanced topics discussed and catalogue topics cover a wide range of subjects: the various sciences of the Qur'an, Hadith, the uniqueness of God
presented by distinguished scholars (tawhid). creed, jurisprudence, Sufism, and Arabic literature in poetry and prose, history, the Prophets life, biographies,
in the field of Islamic written ; < 2
5 philosophy. science of calculation, engineering and logic.

heritage.

It also indudes many popular and
heavily cited publications, as well as
award winning works, such as the
critical edition of akIsfzar's book
which deals with the field of
mechanics, known as “the sdences
of weights and mechanical devices”
(Imay al-Athqal wal-Hiyal). Other

popular items indude works by the Your Feedback about this Catal ( )
late famous scholar Annemarie © =ac e SEREinm e

Schimmel, such as The Secrets of
Creative Love (1998) and Islam and S
the Wonders of Creation(2003); e

and many other highly demanded N7 . . .
references, induding the unique é/ﬁ\!\\é?s D|d you knOW that in |I’ld|a " &
Encyclopaedia  of  Makkah Al N

Mukarramah and  Al-Madinah Ak

Munawwarah. Cities surveyed Libraries surveyed Catalogues surveyed
21 cities contain 47 libraries Amount of Libraries 47 Amount of Catalogues 138
Public 38 Published 15
Private 8 Unpublished 23
You can browse the list of cities You can browse the list of libraries You can browse the list of
that hold libraries of Islamic that hold Islamic Manuscripts catalogues of Islamic Manuscripts
Manuscripts collections in the collections in the World Survey. included in the World Survey.
World Survey. )
View list of libraries View list of Catalogues

List of cities coming soon

Back to Al-Furgan main website

mic Heritage Foundation, 2021. Some Rights Reserved. | Notice and Tak y Use & Privacy Policy

An example of a Publication record displayed on the digital library
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Screen shots from Al-Furqgan Editorial system

Manuscript Details

e
e o

r—
<< Back to collection Detalls

Group
name &

EdR Mappings

Auto Translation

a1 Proof Lables

Groups
Side Tabs
Feedback Status
Melp Butble Adm
Overrides
Omited Fxpression

File Admin
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Screen shots from Al-Furqan FileMaker Databank
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Example Library record held in FileMaker
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Example corresponding entry on the Digital Library website for the Library record
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Example Publication record held within the FileMaker databank
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Example output of Publication on the Digital Library in English
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Example output of the same Publication as above on the Digital Library in Arabic

Summary

Software as a Service (SaaS)

From back-ups to user access, we fully support your
solution.

Hosting and Support

Our dedicated servers provide high availability access to
your solution.

Bespoke Enhancements

As the software manufacturer we are able to make quick
and efficient enhancements to the solution.

Implementation and Configuration

We fully support your software project from setup
through to training and launch.

Typesetting and production service

Fully trained in-house typesetter and production control
to help with the day-to-day running of the system.

High speed pagination

Documents can be typeset concurrently up to 500 pages
per minute in the background.

Consultancy Services

We use our experience gained from hundreds of projects
to ensure the right solution for your business.
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